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PATTI WARASHINA
Bio

Patti Warashina was born in Spokane, Washington in 1940. She earned both her BFA and MFA
from the University of Washington, Seattle, in 1964. She holds the title Professor Emerita, having
retired from the University of Washington after 30 years of teaching.

Her awards include: American Craft Council Gold Medalist 2022; Smithsonian’s 2020 Visionary
Artist Award; 2018 United States Artists Fellowship Award; 1994 American Craft Council Fellow;
three NEA Grants; a “Lifetime Achievement Award/Woman of the Year -2001” Artist Trust, Seattle;
and “Distinguished Alumnus Award” in 2003 from the University of Washington, Seattle. She was
invited by and given travel grants by the Japanese, Chinese, and Korean governments to
participate in their cultural exchange programs. She has been awarded public commissions by
King County Arts Commission, Seattle Arts Commission, Tri-Met Public Art (Portland, OR) and
Vulcan Real Estate. She was awarded a “Special Commendation from the Governor of Washington
State,” 1989.

Ms. Warashina was honored with two 50-year retrospective exhibitions in 2012 and 2013, at the
American Museum of Ceramic Art (AMOCA), and the Bellevue Art Museum, Bellevue, WA ,
respectively.

Two books have been written about Warashina’s career as a ceramic artist, Patti Warashina: Wit
and Wisdom, published by AMOCA for the 2012 retrospective, and Patti Warashina, published by
Natsoulas Press in 2021.

Her public collections include works in the Smithsonian, Washington, DC; American Craft Museum,
New York City; Mint Museum, North Carolina; American Museum of Ceramic Art, Pomona, CA,
L.A County Art Museum; University of Washington Meany Hall and University Medical Center,
Seattle; the Detroit, Seattle, and Tacoma Art Museums; as well as international museums such as
the National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto; Australia’s Perth Cultural Center; and Korea’s Ichon
World Ceramic Center.



