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Bio 
 
 
John Marshall is an American fiber artist specializing in natural dyes and the traditional Japanese 
techniques of katazome (stencil dyeing) and tsutsugaki (cone drawing). He is internationally noted 
for his use of color and line to create truly unique one-of-a-kind art-to-wear, turning traditionally 
inspired aesthetics into contemporary treasures for daily life. As a teacher, he is recognized for his 
ability to adapt traditional recipes and methods to suit local climates, resources, and 
temperaments – and for his ability to distill complex techniques into easy-to-understand steps.  
 
The information on this site is a sharing of John Marshall's nearly half century of experience in 
katazome and related textile techniques – no secrets, no dead-end temptations, just a thorough 
introduction to the joys of uniquely Japanese arts.  
 
 
 
Statement 
 

The basalt and silver pieces in this showing are my statement. My work up to this point has been 
first born through drawings and in some cases models before I would put a hammer to the metal. 
The work usually had a function to answer or a special event or collection in mind. It was a 
challenge to keep a one-of-a-kind aesthetic and not to have the work compromised. 

The pieces in this show are more spontaneous and are led by a concept. I visualized them in my 
mind and created them directly with the material working in the rhythm set by it. The 
drawings/paintings in the show were created while working and after the three-dimensional pieces 
were finalized. They are not meant to echo the pieces, but to show another stage of the emotion. 
My concept is one of change as seen in the seasons or in people over the years. Over time one 
sees the changing and wearing of time, but also the layering and maturing that can with grace 
create an inner strength and a new beginning. 

 


